86             ELIZABETHAN SEA-DOGS

where, over the wine, Hawkins assured him that
he was going out again next year. Meanwhile,
however, the famous Captain-General of the
Indian trade, Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles,
the best naval officer that Spain perhaps has
ever had, swooped down on the French in Florida,
killed them all, and built the fort of St. Augustine
to guard the 'Mountains of Bright Stones' some-
where in the hinterland. News of this slaughter
soon arrived at Madrid, whence orders presently
went out to have an eye on Hawkins, whom
Spanish officials thenceforth regarded as the
leading interloper in New Spain.

Nevertheless Hawkins set out on his third and
very 'troublesome' voyage in 1567, backed by
all his old and many new supporters, and with a
flotilla of six vessels, the Jesus, the Minion (which
then meant darling), the William and John, the
Judith, the Angel, and the Swallow. This was
the voyage that began those twenty years of
sea-dog fighting which rose to their zenith in the
battle against the Armada; and with this voyage
Drake himself steps on to the stage as captain of
the Judith.

There had been a hitch in 1566, for the Spanish
ambassador had reported Hawkins's after-dinner